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EDITOR'S NOTE

"Assalam u Alaikum! Welcome to the first Islamic edition of Azeem English Maga-
zine this year, embracing the beauty of Islamic knowledge! We're delighted to
bring you thought-provoking articles that illuminate the path to spiritual growth
and understanding. In this edition, dive into Quranic wisdom with "Let's Learn
Quran: Surah Muhammad". Discover the intricacies of purification in Islam
through "Let's Learn Hadith: Branches of Purification in Islam" Explore the
significance of Zakat in "Let's Learn Islamic Economics: Zakat". Uncover the spiri-
tual dimensions of "Latifa e Qalbiya (Subtlety of the Physical Form)" and its
profound impact. We also bring you highlights from the 1st Imam e Azam Confer-
ence 2025 and an insightful piece by Dr. Muhammad Azeem Farooqi on "Imam e
Azam Beacon of Law". This issue features a collection of Urdu articles on the disci-
pline of Islamic Studies that will enrich your knowledge and inspire reflection. I
believe these articles will open new dimensions of understanding for our
esteemed readers.

May Allah guide us all on the path of righteousness!"

?[a]o]oy CReaofing!

Muhammad Ali Faroogi
Editor-in-Chief
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1ST IMAM-E-AZAM (IMAM ABU HANIFA)
CONFERENGE AT PNCA

SOURCE : AEM

6 Minutes Read

Imam Abu Hanifa R.A. stands as one
of the greatest jurists and thinkers in
Islamic history. His life was not just
about personal scholarship, but about
shaping an entire framework of law,
ethics, and spiritual guidance that
continues to influence millions across
the globe. Born in Kufa, a vibrant
center of knowledge, he devoted his
life to understanding, preserving, and
applying the principles of Islam in a
way that was both deeply rooted in
the Quran and Sunnah, and
profoundly relevant to the needs of
society.

The Pakistan National Council of the
Arts (PNCA) auditorium was filled
with a sense of reverence and antici-
pation on 29 June 2025 as the
Imam-e-Azam (Imam Abu Hanifa)
Conference took place, organized by
the Azeem Educational Conference.
Starting at 1 p.m. after Zuhr prayers,
the gathering brought together schol-
ars, students, and admirers of Islamic
learning.

The program began with a soulful
recitation from the Holy Quran by Dr.
Hafiz Muhammad Umar Sardar
Farooqi. The recitation was followed
by a heartfelt Naat-e-Rasool-e-Maq-
bool (S.A.W.) by Dr. Hafiz Muhammad
Moiz Azmat Farooqi, which drew the
audience even closer into the devo-
tional spirit of the afternoon.

The gathering then witnessed the
traditional Khatmat-e-Khwajgan, led
by Muhammad Rumail Igbal Farooqi
and Hafiz Dr. Muhammad Imran
Farooqi. As the zikr came to an end, a
moving dua was offered, and the dua
from Shajarah Shareef was presented
by Muhammad Waheed Rasheed
Farooqi.

After these spiritual proceedings,
attention turned to the speeches.
Kulsoom Taj, a student from Al Fouzul
Azeem International ~ Academy
(Islamabad Chapter), delivered a
speech talk on the topic of
“Imam-e-Azam Abu Hanifa as a
Symbol of Love, Affection, and
Sincerity.” Her words carried both
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innocence and sincerity, earning
warm applause from the audience.
Syed Muhammad Faiq, another
student from AFAIQA, speaking on
the topic “Important Aspects of Abu
Hanifa’s Life”, highlighted the moral
character, intellectual brilliance, and
unwavering commitment of Imam
Abu Hanifa towards Islamic learning.
Next, Miss Musarrat Azmat Farooqi, a
distinguished Islamic scholar, shed
light on the “Important Aspects of
Hanafi  Figh”  She eloquently
explained how the Hanafi school of
thought has provided guidance for
centuries in matters of jurispru-
dence, social conduct, and religious
practice. She remarked, “Hanafi Figh
is not just a collection of rulings but a
living system that harmonizes intel-
lect with faith.” Her scholarly insight
was well-received and appreciated by
the audience.

The spiritual ambiance deepened
once again when Mr. Ahmad Shehzad
recited a naat in his melodious voice,
leaving the hall immersed in heartfelt
devotion. Following him, the students
choir of AFAIQA, presented Hamd,
Naat and Kalam e Ighal showcasing

both their talent and their reverence
for the sacred gathering.

A particularly thought-provoking
speech was delivered by Mufti Rifagat
Ali Jalali on the topic “Contributions
of Imam-e-Azam Abu Hanifa in the
Promulgation of Islam.” He highlight-
ed the Imam’s intellectual struggles,
his teaching, and his far-reaching
influence. Quoting his own words, he
emphasized: “The contributions of
Imam-e-Azam Abu Hanifa in the
promulgation of Islam cannot be
denied. We can imagine his contribu-
tions in the face of his students. He
had produced a huge number of
students who are now promulgating
Islam in the modern world.” His
words resonated deeply with the
audience.

Mrs. Fouzia Azeem Farooqi, Principal
Al Fouzul Azeem International Quran
Academy, then took the stage, speak-
ing on “Imam-e-Azam’s Services to
Islam in the Context of the Present
Era.” She thoughtfully connected the
timeless wisdom of Abu Hanifa with
the challenges of today, urging schol-
ars and students alike to draw inspi
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ration from his adaptability, rational-
ity, and vision.

The program further enriched with a
joint address by Hammad Zafar Jalali
from Al Azhar University Cairo, Egypt
on the topic of “Imam-e-Azam,
Tazkiyah-e-Nafs, and Tazki-
yvah-e-Batin.” His scholarly take
underlined how the Imam’s teachings
were not confined to jurisprudence
but extended deeply into purification
of the soul and inner self, a message
particularly relevant in the fast-paced
modern world.

Adding yet another scholarly dimen-
sion, Muhammad Umar Nawaz Faroo-
qi spoke on “The Influence of Abu
Hanifa’s Teachings on His Contempo-
raries.” His talk carefully traced how
Imam Abu Hanifa’s ideas shaped his
students and fellow jurists, spreading
across regions and centuries.

Later renowned Islamic scholar, Prof.
Muhammad Waseem Ahmad Farooqi
presented a comprehensive address
titled “A Detailed Introduction of the
Life of Abu Hanifa.” His words painted
a picture of dedication and sincerity,
reminding the gathering that,
“Imam-e-Azam Abu Hanifa was a
very dedicated and obedient student,
and his love and passion for knowing
tlllﬁ true value of Islam was unmatch-
able.”

The program also featured insightful
remarks from Dr. Abdul Hameed
Khan Abbasi, Dean Faculty of Arabic
and Islamic Studies, Mohi ud Din
Islamic University AJK, who extended
his warm congratulations to the
organizers of the inaugural Imam e
Azam Conference, acknowledging
their efforts in bringing this signifi-
cant event to life

Finally, the event concluded with the
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Presidential Address by Dr. Muham-
mad Azeem Farooqi. He praised the
efforts of the organizers, highlighted
the role of such conferences in
preserving scholarly traditions, and
called upon the audience to embody
Imam Abu Hanifa’s legacy of knowl-
edge, sincerity, and service to Islam.
He also outlined how Abu Hanifa’s
methodology of authentication, his
deep respect for the sayings of the
Prophet 4, and his careful analysis of
chains of transmission became
guiding principles for later scholars.
The conference ended with a spirit of
unity, scholarship, and devotion,
leaving every participant inspired by
the timeless example of
Imam-e-Azam Abu Hanifa.

Prof. Imran Khan Farooqi hosted the
event. The management team includ-
ed Muhammad Ali Farooqi, Prof.
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Muhammad Waheed Rasheed Faroo-
qi, Abrar Bazmi, Muhammad Naeem
Anwar Farooqi, Dilshan Aslam Faroo-
gi, Rumail Igbal Farooqi, Haji Abrar
Azam, and many AEC volunteers.
Hundreds of participants, comprising
scholars, teachers, students, advo-
cates, businessmen, industrialists,
males and females, youth and elderly
individuals, including spiritual disci-
ples, attended from across the coun-
try, representing Federal, Kashmir,
Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, and KPK
regions. In short, life goes on as fresh
as air with remembrance of Allah’s
true servants like Imam e Azam
(Imam Abu Hanifa R.A.). “May his soul
rest in eternal peace of Jannat ul
Firdous, Amen.”

This event was covered by The
Curtain Raiser Productions.
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IMAM ABU HANIFA:

A BEAGON OF LAW, FAITH, AND WISDOM

Q DR. MUHAMMAD AZEEM FAROOQI
RELIGIOUS SCHOLAR, ACADEMICIAN, RESEARCHER

6 Minutes Read

This article in an excerpt from the
presidential address of Dr. Muham-
mad Azeem Farooqi at Imam e Azam
(Imam Abu Hanifa) Conference June
2025

Respected elders, honorable teach-
ers, distinguished guests, and dear
students, allow me to share reflec-
tions on one of the greatest figures of
our history: Imam Abu Hanifa,
Nu‘man ibn Thabit, whose contribu-
tions to Islam and humanity deserve

renewed recognition in our time.

The purpose of this gathering is to
honor our elders, those benefactors
whose sacrifices allow the light of
Islam to shine across centuries. Their
efforts reveal the true values of
humanity, guiding us with both
knowledge and discipline. Among
them, Imam Abu Hanifa stands as a
towering jurist and thinker who
transformed faith into a practical,
legal framework for life.

Imam Abu Hanifa: The Light of
Knowledge and Spiritual Devotion
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Imam Abu Hanifa was not only a jurist
of unmatched knowledge but also a
deeply spiritual personality whose life
embodied constant devotion to Allah.
His nights were spent in worship, his
days in service, and his heart in
perpetual remembrance. It is narrat-
ed that he performed fifty-five
pilgrimages to the House of Allah, and
his soul remained in continuous awe
of the Divine. Prayer and fasting were
his companions, but beyond ritual,
his inner state was one of constant
vision—he lived as if seeing Allah, and
that is the very essence of ihsan.

His honesty in trade reflected his
spiritual integrity. He refused wealth
tainted with doubt, giving it away
rather than allowing a shadow to fall
upon his heart. His generosity was
immense, yet it was never for recog-
nition; he gave quietly, for he knew
that Allah alone was the true witness.

Great saints testified to his elevated
station. Hazrat Yahya ibn Mu‘adh said
he saw the Prophet & in a dream,
who told him: “Seek me in the knowl-
edge of Abu Hanifa.” Hazrat Data Ganj
Bakhsh likewise narrated a vision in
which the Prophet carried Abu Hanifa
in his arms, affirming the purity of his
path. Such visions reveal that his
knowledge was not dry intellect but
light flowing from the Messenger
himself, infused with divine support.

For Imam Abu Hanifa, Tasawwuf was
not separate from Shari‘ah—it was its
living spirit. He taught that remem-
brance of the Prophet s, remem-
brance of one’s teachers, and remem-
brance of Allah are inseparable. The
one who keeps this constant presence
in the heart lives in the company of
the Prophet in this world and will be
in his company in the Hereafter.

His entire being was a lesson: that
true scholarship is inseparable from
spiritual purification, that knowledge

without humility is hollow, and that a
jurist must first be a servant of Allah
before becoming a leader of men. His
life was a shining example of a soul
anchored in faith, illuminated by
divine remembrance, and elevated by
sincerity.

The Codifier of Islamic Law

Imam Abu Hanifa gave constitutional
and practical form to the Shariah of
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him). He codified rulings that
covered every aspect of life: from
birth to death, from private matters
to public institutions, from the
judiciary to governance. His system
addressed social, political, cultural,
and moral spheres with remarkable

depth.
Even in the West, his contribution was
acknowledged. When  European

institutions discussed “Umar’s Law,”
they were not citing modern legisla-
tors but looking to the jurisprudence
rooted in Islam, much of which was
codified and systematized by Abu
Hanifa. He was a man whose
brilliance even his opponents could
not deny.

The Boy Who Silenced an Atheist
From childhood, Abu Hanifa
displayed an extraordinary gift for
debate. At a public gathering, an
atheist challenged scholars with
questions such as: “If God exists,
where is He? What was before Him?
What is He doing now?”

The young Abu Hanifa stepped
forward. To the question of what
existed before God, he asked the man
to recite numbers. When the man
stopped at one, Abu Hanifa said: “Just
as nothing comes before one, nothing
existed before Allah.” To the question
of Allah’s direction, he lit a candle and
asked, “Where does its light face?”
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The atheist admitted it spreads every-
where. Abu Hanifa replied, “So too is
Allah’s presence everywhere.” When
asked why God cannot be seen, he
pointed to milk: though butter exists
within it, it cannot be seen. Finally, to
the question of what Allah was doing
at that very moment, Abu Hanifa sat
in the atheist’s seat and said, “Allah
has lowered you and raised me.”
With this sharp reasoning, the child
silenced a hardened skeptic. It was a
sign of the intellect that would later
shape a school of thought followed by
millions.

Knowledge Rooted in the Compan-
ions

Abu Hanifa built upon the legacy of
the Companions. He often said that if
he found a narration from Umar ibn
al-Khattab or Abdullah ibn Masood,
he had no need to worry further.
Their grounding in the Prophet’s
teachings gave him confidence that

their rulings carried unique weight.
He inherited knowledge through a
chain that stretched from the Prophet
to his own teachers, including
Hammad ibn Abi Sulayman. Yet he
expanded this inheritance, systemat-
ically organizing rulings and resolv-
ing more than 83,000 issues. He even
addressed hypothetical cases, antici-
pating challenges that might arise
until the Day of Judgment.

Declining Power for the Sake of
Principle

His independence cost him dearly.
Caliph al-Mansur offered him the
post of Chief Justice, but Abu Hanifa
refused, knowing that serving an
unjust ruler was like “being slaugh-
tered without a knife.” His refusal led
to imprisonment and hardship, yet
his integrity never wavered. His
stance remains a model of moral
Cﬁlﬁrage for scholars and leaders
alike.
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A Legacy of Students and Saints

Abu Hanifa’s school produced tower-
ing figures: Abu Yusuf, Muhammad
ibn Hasan al-Shaybani, Fudayl ibn
‘Iyvad, and Dawud al-Ta’i, among
others. From them, knowledge flowed
to later scholars such as Imam Shafi‘i
and Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal. Sufi
saints, from Data Ganj Bakhsh to
Imam Rabbani, upheld the Hanafi
tradition. Data Ganj Bakhsh even
wrote that the great Hadith compilers
were indirectly indebted to Abu Hani-
fa’s methods.

Dreams recorded by saints describe
the Prophet himself pointing to Abu
Hanifa as the repository of his knowl-
edge. Whether in law, theology, or
spirituality, his  influence has
remained unmatched.

The Essence of His Example

Imam Abu Hanifa’s life was not only
about jurisprudence. He was known
for honesty in trade, fasting and

prayer, pilgrimage, and deep humili-
ty. His legacy teaches that true schol-
arship is inseparable from piety, that
knowledge must be lived as well as
taught.

Tasawwuf, at its heart, is to live with
constant remembrance of one’s
teacher, of the Prophet, and of Allah.
Abu Hanifa embodied this. For those
who follow his example, the promise
is companionship with the righteous
on the Day of Judgment.

Imam Abu Hanifa was more than a
jurist; he was a builder of civilization.
To honor him is to recognize that our
faith is not only spiritual guidance but
also a complete, disciplined way of
life. His example calls us to preserve
our heritage with integrity, courage,
and devotion.

drazeemfaroogi.com
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